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PAM Awards 2013

(reative & thoughtfu

Se of spc

BY HAZIQ HAMID ome of the entries for the 2013
Malaysian Institute of Architects
(PAM) Awards were praised for their
creativity, success in creating an
architectural identity and thought-
ful use of space and form.

This year saw 209 nominations, of which
182 qualified for the 14 categories available
— single residential, multiple residential low
rise, multiple residential high rise, public and
institutional, education, alteration and addi-
tion, conservation, overseas, interior design,
commercial low-rise office,commercial high-
rise office, sports and recreation, planning and
master planning, and special.

For this year’s edition, there were 10 gold
winners, four silver winners and eight com-
mendations.The awards were presented at the
PAM annual dinner on May 11.

According to Saifuddin Ahmad, immedi-
ate past president of PAM and a member of
the jury, although this year’s submissions
were commendable overall, he was expecting
a bit more.

“There were a lot more submissions for
the overseas category this year, but we were

MULTIPLE RESIDENTIAL, LOW RISE
Winner: Seri Pilmoor, Ara Damansara
Architect: GDP Architects Sdn Bhd

slightly disappointed with the quality of the
overall submissions,” he says. “The quality was
not there and there were fewer submissions
this time around. Some were innovative but
when it came to design and creativity, they
fell short.”

Saifuddin hopes that a new category should
be introduced at next year’s awards.“The awards
should include a Building of the Year award for
the best building out of the whole lot.”

Also on the jury this year were; Datuk Haje-
edar Abdul Majid, PAM gold medalist 2012 and
principal of Hajeedar & Associates Sdn Bhd;
Cheah Kok Ming, architect and senior lec-
turer at the National University of Singapore;
Robert Such, architectural photographer and
writer at Robert Such Photography; and Dr
Naziaty Mohd Yaacob, senior lecturer at Uni-
versiti Malaya.

SINGLE RESIDENTIAL

Only two commendations were awarded in this
category. The first was for Cocoon 17 in Bukit
Damansara by GSD Architect. The house was
described as a bold attempt at engaging build-
ing porosity with the challenges of the tropical
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Category:

MULTIPLE RESIDENTIAL, HIGH RISE
Winner: Rhombus, Bangsar
Architect: Ken Wong Architect in
collaboration with Unit One Design

lushness and climate, suggesting architecture
synergy with ecology, and supporting biodi-
versity.The second was for No 18 House in Pe-
taling Jaya designed by Dr Tan L M Architect,
which advocates architectural expressiveness
through materiality and construction.

MULTIPLE RESIDENTIAL LOW RISE

This category yielded one gold winner — Seri
Pilmoor in Ara Damansara by GDP Architects
Sdn Bhd.The unit “represents a play of passive
strategies in achieving thermal comfort for a
tropical dwelling.The outcome is an orchestra-
tion of voids, layers,screens and canopy to attain
appropriate scale, texture and spatial ambiance
for a housing community,” said the jury.

MULTIPLE RESIDENTIAL HIGH RISE

The gold went to Rhombus in Bangsar by Ken
Wong Architect in collaboration with Unit One
Design Sdn Bhd.The development was praised
for working creatively around the goals of real
estate and the quest for place-making with a
distinct architectural identity. The jury com-
mented that its geometrical design, planning
and fagade are translated from the provisions
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of views, optimisation of floor areas and indi-
vidual unit branding.

PUBLIC AND INSTITUTIONAL

The gold winner went to Sasana Kijang on Ja-
lan Dato’ Onn by Hijjas Kasturi Associates Sdn
Bhd. It is an institutional architecture that
“thoughtfully weaves the programmatic needs
of a museum, gallery, resource centre, training
and conference facilities into a comprehensi-
ble composition of space and form”.

Surau Ali Bashah Neocyber in Cyberjaya
designed by C’Arch Architecture & Design Sdn
Bhd received a commendation. The surau’s
periphery fins are a multi-valence affording
structure, with daylight modifier accessibil-
ity and screening, said the jury.

EDUCATION

Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman campus in
Kampar, Perak, won the gold. Designed by The
Architectural Network, the jury said it epito-
mises a design rigour that manoeuvres fluently
along the scale spectrum, and demonstrates
design consistency that integrates the land-
scape with the building and its architectural
details.

The silver went to Matahari Chinese Pri-
vate School in Skudai, Johor, by Y. Architects
Sdn Bhd which “conceptualises streets and
communal hubs from corridors and shared
spaces, envisioning the school as a learning
community”.

ALTERATION AND ADDITION

The Container House in Kuching, Sarawak,
took home the gold. Designed by Arkitek JFN
Sdn Bhd, it was praised for contributing a
refreshing approach to renovation in which
spatial versatility and intimacy are achieved
with architectural interventions using profile
sheeting, screens, louvres and moving panels.
The Container House was the only winner in
this category.

I

CONSERVATION

BYG Architecture Sdn Bhd’s 23 Love Lane in
Penang came up tops in this category. “This
adaptive reuse inculcates the consciousness
of retaining the genius loci involving archi-
tectural heritage with enterprises to sustain
cultural authenticity and remembrance,”
said the jury.

The silver went to the restoration for the
copper dome, roof and associated works for
Masjid Kapitan Keling, Penang, by Arkitek
Urbanisma Sdn Bhd. The jury noted that the
stellar effort lies in the surgical approach that
repaired and restored the copper dome,and it
reflects the thorough research and technical
investigation that had gone into the restora-
tion process.

A commendation was given to St George’s
Church in Penang by East Design Architect
Sdn Bhd for its sensitive restoration which
brings the historical building back to its
full glory.

OVERSEAS

Teh Joo Heng Architects took home the gold
award for 137 Market Street in Singapore. “The
merit of the design is its wisdom to avoid a
massive redevelopment by critically exam-
ining the life cycle and energy impact of the
existing building,” said the jury.

The silver went to Madrasa at Kampong
Siglap Mosque also in Singapore by the same
architects.The scheme was praised for estab-
lishing a focal point that unites the different
buildings found in the existing mosque com-
pound.The jury noted that the interventions
are intricate, carving out informal spaces
useful for social activities and student in-
teractions.

A commendation was given to Great Or-
mond Street Hospital for Children in London
designed by Llewelyn Davies Yeang.The hospi-
tal architecture was highlighted for its skilful
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ALTERATION AND ADDITION
Winner: Container House, Kuching
Architect: Arkitek JFN Sdn Bhd

Category:

PUBLIC AND INSTITUTIONAL

Winner: Sasana Kijang, Jalan Dato’' Onn
Architect Hijjas Kasturi Associates Sdn Bhd
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Category:
EDUCATION

Winner: Universiti Tunku Abdul
Rahman campus in Kampar, Perak
Architect: The Architectural Network




Category:

CONSERVATION

Winner: 23 Love Lane, Penang
Architect: BYG Architecture Sdn Bhd

Category:
OVERSEAS

Winner: 137 Market Street, Singapore
Architect: Teh Joo Heng Architects
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mediation between its programmatic demands
and its operational challenges to achieve a green
and high performance building.

INTERIOR DESIGN

Only a commendation was given in this cate-
gory,and it went to Glad Tidings Vision Centre
in Petaling Jaya by Archicentre Sdn Bhd. “The
design borrows strategically from its external
palette of materials and architectural elements
for colour, texture and form to shape the image-
ability of its interior,” said the jury.

COMMERCIAL LOW-RISE OFFICE

The gold went to YTL Community Centre IT in

Sentul Park, Kuala Lumpur, by Tan Eng Keong
Architect.The jury noted that Sentul Park’s herit-
age landscape continues to be enhanced by this
development which has successfully captured
the scale and grain of the defunct railway sheds.
“As an office space, it capitalises on its context
to deliver an impressionable workplace with
playful nooks and pods to support a creative
work culture,” said the jury.

COMMERCIAL HIGH-RISE OFFICE

Menara AZRB, located along Persiaran Gurney
in Penang, by Ahmad Zaki Sdn Bhd won the gold
award as it was a testament to “a well-executed
served and servant space planning strategy to
achieve a desirable workplace”.

Category:

COMMERCIAL LOW-RISE OFFICE

Winner: YTL Community Centre I, Sentul Park
Architect: Tan Eng Keong Architect

Category: COMMERCIAL HIGH-RISE OFFICE
Winner: Menara AZRB, Persiaran Gurney, Penang
Architect: Ahmad Zaki Sdn Bhd

Thesilver went to Menara PJH in Putrajaya by
Putrajaya Holdings Sdn Bhd which distinguishes
“itself by skilfully overcoming its programmatic
bulk with a composition of podium blocks and
slab tower nestled at a waterfront site”,

SPORTS AND RECREATION

The gold went to Veil-Suited 3-Storey Fitness
Centre in Kuching,Sarawak by Design Network
Architects Sdn Bhd.The stand-alone gymna-
sium was cited as an outcome of a thoughtful
plan with a pragmatic use of the site terrain.
The jury said the spectacle arises from the
celebration of solar shading and an integra-

tion of fagade maintenance need.

There were two commendations awarded
for this category. The first went to KTS Anni-
versary Park & Function Hall in Kuching by
Integrated Design Consultant, for offering a
lesson on the concept of cradle-to-cradle in
architecture. The second commendation was
for The Straits View Residence Clubhouse de-
signed by Y. Architects Sdn Bhd. It was praised
for its design that exemplifies how the tenets
of a vernacular typology are interpreted ap-
propriately and delightfully.

There were no winners for the planning and
master planning,and special categories. B

Category:

SPORTS AND RECREATION
Winner: Veil Suited 3-Storey Fitness Centre, Kuching
Architect: Design Network Architects Sdn Bhd
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Australia’s builders play down construction-led economic reboot

BY JANE WARDELL AND
MAGGIE LU YUEYANG

wo of Australia’s biggest building
companies have dealt a blow to
hopes that commercial and hous-
ing construction could help rebal-
ance the faltering economy away
from the overweight and slowing
mining sector.

Fuelled by Chinese-led demand for its coal,
iron ore and other resources, Australia’s econ-
omy was one of the few in the developed world
to sail through the global financial erisis with-
out sliding into recession. But last August, the
resources minister declared the boom in min-
ing investment over.

The central bank has made a series of in-
terest rate cuts in an attempt to bolster the
economy, and underpin housing activity in
particular. After promising signs at the start
of the year, building approvals tumbled 5.5%

in March, according to the Australian Bureau
of Statistics.

“Greenshoots suggested in the media about
the housing market in Australia frankly is not
translating into demand for our products and
into our markets,” says Mike Kane,chief execu-
tive of Boral Ltd, the country’s largest building
products supplier.

“The continued weakness in the Victorian
[state] market especially suggests that housing
demand in Australia is directionally challenged,
and I don't think it's improving at all,” Kane
tells reporters as he downgraded the compa-
ny'’s full-year profit expectations. “I think it’s
been stuck for quite some time.”

Leighton Holdings Ltd, Australia’s larg-
est construction company, also sounded a
downbeat note, reporting a softening in con-
struction contracts awarded in the first quarter
compared with a year ago.

Housing is only around 5% of the economy
but swings in the sector can have a big impact

year to year. For instance, a typical recovery in
home building can add anywhere from half to
a full percentage point to economic growth.

“Housing investment might pick up but not
pick up strongly enough to fill the gap left by
mining,” says Shane Oliver, head of investment
strategy at AMP Capital.

The resources sector, which accounts for
10% to 16% of the Australian economy, created
what has been dubbed a two-speed economy,
pumping up the local dollar and exacerbating
the pain felt in manufacturing and retail in the
country’s most populous states.

As investment in the powerful mining sector
has peaked, Australia’s central bank has made
a series of rate cuts, bringing the benchmark
rate down to 3%. There had been speculation
that the Reserve Bank would cut rates again last
Tuesday.While a Reuters poll of 21 economists
found four were tipping an easing, markets
thought it would be a closer call, and priced
in a 50-50 chance of a cut.

Leighton CFO Peter Gregg says part of the
problem in the construction sector is a shift
toward medium-density living in Australia’s
major cities that was reducing demand for
new housing on the outskirts. “People aren’t
as prepared to travel as far,” he says.

Leighton, which has businesses rang-
ing from mining contracts to commercial
property, reported a 1Q net profit of A$123
million (RM373 million), compared with a
loss of A$80 million in the previous corre-
sponding quarter.

Leighton says it has total work in hand
of A$42.2 billion at the end of the quarter, a
net decline of A$1.3 billion from December
2012, partly due to a softening in the overall
level of contract awards in construction and
contract mining. Still, the company, which
is controlled by Spain’s ACS, maintained its
full-year forecast of underlying profit in the
range of A$520 million to A$600 million, up
from A$448 million in 2012. — Reuters a
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