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To many Westerners, the Taj Mahal in all its splendor typifies
Islamic architecture. Yet, the overwhelming majority of Mus-
lims live on the very margin of human existence, far from such
grandeur. The merging of Islam’s rich cultural heritage with
modern technology to help solve problems of individual sur-
vival in the contemporary world forms the heart of Architecture
and Community.

The fifteen projects celebrated in this volume are the win-
ners of the first Aga Khan Award for Architecture, a series of
prizes honoring the successful creation within the isiamic
world of a modern architectural idiom that preserves
nous forms at the same time it provides for the future.
architecture of and for the people, meeting their needs o,
concerns locally, providing a setting for health and for lifc.

Through its selection of these projects, the Aga Khan
Awards Foundation praises the creative and generative proc-
ess, in which the imaginations of architects, the skills of local
artisans and craftsmen, the needs of individuals and communi-
ties, and the implicit survival of the environment must inter-
act. The creative life itself—that elusive process of human ex-
istence for which the man-made environment is the physical
reality—is the winner of the Award.

Most of the projects reflect the present peri- 1" “*nsition
in Islamic architecture, marked by experiment | e
search for forms responsive to human needs. ‘1.
schools and libraries, homes and hotels, urban-re..cwai
schemes and restorations honored help to redefine architectur-
al excellence as they attempt to resolve the most basic and
critical issues confronting the poor peoples of developing na-
tions.

Asserting a cultural identity is difficult anywhere, but par-
ticularly in developing nations where the lure of high technol-
ogy has diluted traditional environmental equilibrium. Can

(continued on back flap)
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The Aga Khan Award for Architecture was established
to encourage architecture appropriate to the needs and
aspirations of the Islamic world today. It recognises
completed projects whose aesthetic and technological
achievements and social responsiveness make them
important models. Address: 32 Chemin des Créts, 1218
Grand Saconnex, Geneva.

IMA The Award Logo. The name of Allah in
EIE Kufic script, reflecting itself, forms the basis

of the logo design.
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devoted to Hassan Fathy were assembled by Reinhard
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Program for Islamic Architecture at Harvard University,
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Th" greater part of the photographs presented were made
by Christopher Little except for pages 116-117, Nicole
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