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A T me To Heal

A Reflection of MERCY Malaysia's Response to the Indian Ocean Tsunami



0n 26 Decemper 2004, an earth-
Quake measuring 9.3 op the Richter
Scale occurred off the West coast of
Northern Sumatra, resulting in
isunamis over )| littoral regions of
ndian Ocean, from gg faras
Somalia to §rj Lanka, to Phuket ip
Thailand ang Aceh in Indonesig,

1t was the largest natura|
disaster of the new millennium,
claiming 131,029 lives and
rendering 500,009 eople
homeless ip Aceh alone, I Aceh,

the number of those missing stil
Stands at 37,00,

ATime 1o Heal- Reflection of
MERCY Malaysig's Response
[0 the Indign Ocean Tsunam;
IS an in-depy 100k at how

MERCY Malaysig responded
10 this crisis.

This book is tribute to the

selfless men ang women who

worked to quell the humanitarian
With an Outpouring of

Service and mercy, jy s the story of
ragedy underscoreg by the soft,

Sweet musig of the hope that MERCY
Malaysia brings,
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MESSAGE FROM HRH

SULTAN AZLAN MUHIBBUDDIN SHAH,
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MESSAGE FROM YAB DATO’ SERI ABDULLAH HAJI

AHMAD BADAWI, PRIME MINISTER OF MALAYSIA

PRIME MINISTER
MALAYSIA

FOREWORD

Of the remarkable efforts made by MERCY Malaysia, one that clearly
stands out was their quick and immediate deployment to Aceh, MERCY
was on the scene 48 hours after the initial devastation, the first among
many groups, bringing aid and assistance to the point of greatest need.
The sheer dedication, selflessness and humanity of Malaysians involved
in this endeavour extending vital services and resources to our
neighbours is truly something we can all be very proud of.

Indeed, MERCY Malaysia’s commitment can still be seen today in Aceh
and the nearby affected regions. Furthermore, their presence there now
goes beyond responding to emergency medical needs. The help provided
has strategically and effectively evolved to suit the growing and
developing needs of the communities still feeling the after effects of the
disaster.

MERCY Malaysia’s rapid response to emergencies as well as their ability
to flexibly adapt and best alleviate the hardships of the afflicted
communities have not gone unnoticed. Internationally, this Malaysian
NGO stands side by side with other more experienced and established
international aid NGOs. The quality of their services and professionalism
of their organisation have received due recognition from the United
Nations.

It is indeed significant that a small band of altruistic medical specialists
who managed to reach out and touch the hearts of people through their
sincerity to help fellow human beings, has ignited the spirit of
volunteerism and humanitarianism in many Malaysians across the
country.

This book is not only an account of MERCY Malaysia’s Indian Ocean
Tsunami relief efforts, it is a telling story of the power of the human spirit.
It is one that narrates the attitude, drive, commitment, planning and
camaraderie forged between its volunteers and contributors. It is also a
story that can inspire other Malaysians towards selflessly giving of
themselves and helping those who can least help themselves.
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DATO’ SERI ABDULLAH HAJI AHMAD BADAWI
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